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The International Chamber of Commerce, ICC, represents small and large businesses from all sectors worldwide, including many in developing and least developed countries.

From our experience working with businesses and entrepreneurs worldwide, we have seen that innovation and creativity are fundamental to all cultures and traditions, and are drivers of progress in most societies.
Indeed, the ability to manage and exploit innovation and resulting intellectual property rights is key to success in today’s world in which intellectual, rather than physical, assets are one of the primary sources of wealth and competitive advantage.

Intellectual property should therefore not be seen as an issue which divides developed and developing countries but as “a veritable tool for economic growth” , as described by the African Group, which can help – and is indeed necessary today for -all countries to create wealth, employment and progress.

Many developing countries recognize this and are increasingly using the protection of intellectual property to grow and expand local innovation-based industries.

In Brazil, for example, in 2002, 42% of applications for patents, utility models , certificates of addition and design registration applications were filed by local applicants . An average of 90,000 trademark applications are filed per year in Brazil of which about 80% are made by domestic applicants. The Brazilian government has also demonstrated the importance it places on intellectual property within Brazil by initiatives such as the Inter-Ministerial Committee against Piracy set up in 2001 to coordinate anti-piracy strategies throughout Brazil and its recent “Innovation Law” referred to earlier which facilitates linkages between researchers in universities and private companies with the aim of developing new technologies.

Another example is China, where nearly 80% of approved patent applications were from within China in 2004. A large majority of trademark registrations - 82% - were domestic in origin in 2004.

Countries dependent on commodity exports are also using intellectual property rights to add value to their products in export markets. The best known example is that of Colombian coffee growers who have created the internationally recognized Colombian coffee trademark which allows Colombian coffee growers to command premium prices for what was previously a commodity product. 

The copyright system is also an essential pillar of the vibrant cultural industries in many countries. Well known examples are the software, film, publishing and music industries in India. The excellent South African film which we were invited to view yesterday evening is also a good example of how a developing country copyright industry can produce a world class product. 

However, while intellectual property protection is a necessary pre-condition of development in today’s world, it will not fulfil its potential as a tool for development, growth and progress unless individual governments take positive measures to establish an effective infrastructure to process and make use of intellectual property rights  and support this with other appropriate policies.

We have made some suggestions for such measures in a paper which is available outside the room. These go in the same direction as several of the proposals already made by national delegations, such as those of Bahrain and Mexico. Many of WIPO’s current activities also already work towards the same aims. 

In addition to the development of indigenous innovation, technology transfer is indeed an important issue as expressed by several delegations today. Useful lessons in this respect can be learnt from countries which have taken a holistic and systematic approach to integrating intellectual property into their overall economic development strategies.

In the 1960’s, the Republic of Korea was a poor agrarian economy with a per capita income of less than US$100, similar to many LDCs today. Today, it is a highly industrialised country with a per capita income of US$12,000 and internationally recognized brands and technologies. This transformation was achieved thanks to a systematic economic and trade development policy, which included heavy investment in capacity building, human resource development, incentives for technological innovation and the development of domestic intellectual property assets. A paper presented at a WIPO conference for LDCs in Seoul which describes the policies leading up to Korea’s transformation is available outside the room. 

Another example is Singapore, which has put into place a strategy  to build itself into an international intellectual property hub. As a result of this policy, it is beginning to build up local technologies, brands and other intellectual property assets. This is shown by the growth in the number of patents, design rights and trademarks granted to Singaporeans, and the increase in licensing revenue from patents and new technologies developed in Singapore from Sing$55 million to Sing$132 million between 2001 -2003.

ICC therefore believes that the main question which should be addressed by WIPO and its member states in these discussions is how to translate the intellectual property systems already in place in most countries into concrete benefits for their people. We suggest that the discussions should focus on identifying practical and workable measures which governments should take for their countries to benefit concretely from the intellectual property system, and on how WIPO can best help them to do this.

ICC would like to contribute constructively to this process by offering to conduct a survey to ascertain what developing country innovators, creators and entreprenuers  need to help them develop and exploit their intellectual property assets, and access and use the intellectual property system. We believe that ICC - with its large network of small and large organisations from all sectors in over 130 countries - is well-placed to gather such information, which it hopes will be useful for WIPO’s work in helping developing countries benefit from the intellectual property system. 

Thank you.

