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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The International Chamber of Commerce, ICC, represents small and large businesses from all sectors worldwide, including many in developing countries and least developed countries.

Businesses throughout the world create employment and wealth, providing consumers with the means to access goods and services they may need. Many of these businesses depend on intellectual property rights for their survival and competitiveness. They are, however, also all third parties affected by intellectual property rights owned by other businesses and individuals. There is, therefore, not a black and white dichotomy between IP holders and non-IP holders. 

In keeping with its global membership and mandate, ICC supports the continuation, improvement and expansion of WIPO’s assistance programs to enhance the ability of developing countries to fully benefit from the intellectual property system, as one element of a larger policy framework to promote development. We also welcome the constructive proposals which have now been tabled.

ICC holds the view that intellectual property protection is a necessary precondition for development and technology transfer, but that it needs to be supported by other policy measures for its full potential to be realized. Examples of such additional components are taxes, investment regulations, production incentives, trade policies, competition rules, and educational policies. However, it must be borne in mind that nurturing innovation and creativity takes time. ICC is convinced that countries will reap the benefits of IP protection if they provide a condusive environment.

Given the central role of intellectual property protection in this context, ICC supports WIPO programs directed at cooperation with developing countries and least developed countries that increase the awareness of the intellectual property system and provide guidance on how to derive more benefits from it. However, without the deep commitment of each government to establish in its own country an appropriate infrastructure to process and make use of intellectual property rights, nothing practical will result from the discussions related to the current proposal for a Development Agenda in WIPO.

ICC also believes that WIPO’s current mandate and activities already allow for discussion and implementation of issues related to intellectual property and development within existing WIPO bodies.

Let me finally mention the panel discussion to take place tomorrow at one o’clock in Room B, where representatives of creative and innovative industries in Africa, Latin America and Asia will share their experience of the IP system. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
